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The California Fire Museum and Safety Learning
Center is coming to the Orange County Great Park!

THE VISION
After many years of visioning, planning, and discussion, a memorandum of
understanding has been signed with the City of Irvine to provide five acres of land in
the Orange County Great Park to open a 40,000 square foot, state-of-the-art,
interactive, sensory immersive, and educational, safety learning center and fire
museum. The complex!

When the California Fire Museum and Safety Learning Center (CFM&SLC) is completed,
the campus will serve as a joint museum and educational center that will both entertain
and educate the public. The CFM&SLC will include a mix of heritage interpretation that
commemorates the fire services of Orange County and California, immersive exhibits, and
a safety education component, all around the theme “Live Well, Be Safe.” The Education
Station of 30,000 square feet of galleries, theater, and classrooms, will be augmented by
an adjacent Restoration Station of 10,000 square feet that will offer public access to the
restoration and conservation of the collection, special events, and training.
The CFM&SLC will include imaginative, interactive, immersive, and fun safety learning
exhibits and programs of broad interest to the public. The CFM&SLC will have a significant
educational component for the youth of Orange County with a STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) focus, especially for fifth grade students and
existing fire prevention and safety educational efforts.
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EXHIBITS
The exhibit plans for CFM&SLC recognize that the vast majority of existing fire
museums are collection based, static, and fairly passive experiences that are
relatively unsuccessful at attracting large and diverse audiences. CFM&SLC is
planned to differ from the traditional fire museum model in significant ways.
Exhibits will be immersive and include a mix of apparatus and technology. Examples
include 8 to 10 fire vehicles, with simulators for driving fire trucks, computer
simulations related to fire response, and interactive science and technology exhibits
around weather prediction and implications for firefighting, the mathematical
aspects of hydraulics, the engineering of ladder special rescue trucks, and the
education necessary to prevent injuries and death from the myriad of life hazards
we all encounter every day of our lives.
There will be apparatus, ranging from large objects to smaller collectibles (vintage
vehicles, artifacts, equipment, memorabilia, etc.) that will appeal to enthusiasts.
The CFM&SLC will hire a high-quality exhibit design firm to create an immersive,
interactive, and technology-driven visitor experience. An outdoor plaza is
envisioned to serve as a hub for demonstrations, special programming and events.
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GALLERIES

• Entry Gallery – a dramatic setting that communicates an overarching theme of
“Prepare/Prevent/Survive” and a corollary to the theme that each individual is
the true first responder to an emergency.
• Mezzanine Overlook – Providing the overview labels while also serving as a
dramatic space for special events.
• Central Gallery - A large, flexible display and programming space currently
envisioned as the Training Academy or Training Center, the place where the
visitor can learn of and prepare for a variety of fire and life safety threats.
• Side Gallery 1 - Featuring the essential theme of Master Your Disaster,
addressing the list of major threats, natural and man-made, for regional
residents, including wild fire, floods, earthquakes, tsunamis, terrorist attacks,
and others, those that have been recently listed in the local media and are
major threats to the region.
• Side Gallery 2 – more traditional exhibits on fire and life safety, the fire service
and culture, technology, and practices relating to the many injurious and fatal
hazards we encounter daily.
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OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
CFM’s Safety Learning Center adds a public outreach and education program
component to the facility. The concept is relatively new, although there are
successful examples nationally. Historically, this role was served by fire
departments, but this has become more limited over the years. The Center will
provide classes and formal and informal education to all ages on a variety of
safety topics, ranging from fire safety to disaster preparedness and home
safety. Training programs and demonstrations will engage the general public as
well as certify professional in life safety practices. School groups would be
served at strategic grades, and the facility could be used for community
meetings around safety. The library and archives of cultural history, technology,
and safety materials will grow to be a center for research.
Importantly, CFM&SLC is a place to educate the community to help prevent
common unintentional injuries and deaths including car crashes for young
adults and slips and falls for seniors. Accidental deaths and injuries cost the
nation hundreds of billions of dollars annually and the CFM&SLC will play a role
in reducing this epidemic.

PROPOSED SAFETY LEARNING EXHIBITS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Vehicle Safety
Make the Right Call
Pool & Water Safety
Gas & Electric Hazards
Train & Rail Crossing Safety
Wild-Land Fire Safety & Preparedness
Disaster Preparedness

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fire & Burn Prevention
Dangerous Wildfire & Gun Safety
Hazards at Home
Bicycle Safety
Prescription Drug Safety
Preventing Falls
Safety Driving
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LEADERSHIP
CFM&SLC is an established 501(c)3 non-profit with a Board of Directors and
Advisory Council that has successfully formed many community and industry
partnerships relevant to its successful future operations. Board of Directors are
primarily members of the firefighting community, and there are plans to develop
the Board into one with greater ties to the business community as the project
develops from concept to development to public opening. CFM&SLC has
provided their various programs to the public for over 10 years, averaging 2-3
civic events per month, reaching thousands of people each year!
As part of its planning, CFM&SLC has worked extensively with Logic
Incorporated, a museum planning consulting practice led by the former director
of the Museum of Flight, a large attendance museum in Seattle, Washington. The
planning studies that have been conducted are comprehensive in nature and
have developed preliminary plans related to building, exhibit design, museum
content, public programming and education content, and business planning.
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CAMPUS MASTER PLAN
The current cost estimate for completion of the project – inclusive of
planning, fees, site prep, construction, exhibits, and early operations, is $30
million.
Preliminarily, CFM&SLC is looking to phase the project to enable core
facilities to be opened more immediately with additional facilities and
square footage added as additional funds are secured.
Phase One, at a cost of $5 million, will fund the construction and opening of
the Restoration Station. A 10,000 square foot facility, the Restoration Station
will include classrooms, a small theater/auditorium space for public
education on life safety, space for exhibits and display of apparatus, program
space for prevention workshops, a library/archive, storage, and a plaza for
events, demonstrations, and social events.
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PHASE ONE
This first phase will assist to centralize the museum’s collection, offer
needed and innovative public programming, provide a base for outreach,
and prove the popularity and viability of the project. In effect, Phase One
will serve to demonstrate value to the public and to current and future
donors.
At the entry lobby of the Restoration Station will be signage that welcomes
visitors and explains the project and what is to come with the museum.
Signage might announce “Prevent, Prepare, Survive, PRESERVE” with lobby
exhibits on The Museum to Come, Safety Learning, the CFM Collection,
Firefighting Culture, History, Technology, and a Vocabulary of Terminology,
with always some piece of apparatus on a platform display with various
levels of interpretation.
Optimally, CFM&SLC will successfully secure the $5 million in funding
required to complete the Restoration Station by the end of 2020, which
would position construction on Phase One to begin in 2021 and completion
in 2022.
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A CALL TO ACTION
Efforts are underway to secure an initial $1,000,000 to proceed with
engineering, design, marketing, and fundraising efforts essential to securing
the $5 million required to complete Phase One.
Early significant donors ($25,000+) will be recognized as CFM Founders and
a full list of naming opportunities (to include building naming, exhibit
naming, and naming of wings, stations, classrooms, and more) is currently
being considered and prepared.
The Board of Directors of CFM&SLC is now engaged in an important
fundraising capacity analysis and planning process. The advice and
guidance of a broad base of interested stakeholders, from industry
professionals and corporate partners to existing CFM&SLC members and
community philanthropists, is currently being sought.
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THANK YOU
PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH
ANY QUESTIONS.

CALIFORNIA FIRE MUSEUM & SAFETY
LEARNING CENTER
(949) 916-5019
26861 TRABUCO RD. SUITE E203,
MISSION VIEJO, CA 92691

